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The global pandemic due to the Coronavirus has definitely changed

the way we have had to keep our 4-H programming moving forward. 

We have been forced to be more innovative and creative in the ways 

that we reach our members and other 4-H partners. I know it has not 

been an easy task. I want to express my gratitude for your patience and 

kindness during this waiting period and social distancing. We are 

doing what we can to ensure that our 4-H members and community 

can still have the best experience that they can, while still being safe 

and healthy. 4-H events and programming may look a little different 

this year, but we will get through this and do our best as we build 

“True Leaders” in this program.”

The Seneca County OSU Extension office will be open for 

appointment only beginning Monday, July 6th. We will be open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Seneca 

County OSU Extension office will remain closed on Wednesdays and 

Fridays until further notice. Staff will remain limited during our hours 

of operation. Katie Cole, 4-H Youth Development Educator will be in 

the office on Mondays. Hallie Williams, Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Educator will be in the office on Tuesdays. Erin Mancuso, 

Office Associate will be in the office on Thursdays. Be assured that 

even on the days any of us are not in the office or the days the office is 

closed, we continue to telework from home. We can still be reached 

via e-mail or by leaving a voicemail when you call the office at 419-

447-9722. Emails are cole.537@osu.edu, Williams.6386@osu.edu, 

and Mancuso.48@osu.edu respectfully. We will continue to send 

information to you via e-mail, social media (Facebook), our website 

(www.seneca.osu.edu) and the Seneca County 4-H app. You will also 

find the guidelines, a tip sheet and resources at 

ohio4h.org/families/stay-connected. Ohio 4-H teen leaders are 

developing video tutorials to assist educating club members on the in-

person meeting expectations and will share those as they are available. 

When possible, we encourage OSU Extension programs, meetings, 

and events to meet virtually.
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In Person Meeting Information 

We’re happy to share we’ve received approval from Ohio 

State University leadership to resume in-person 4-H club 

meetings and activities starting immediately. This is 

welcome news for our 3,039 Ohio 4-H clubs across the state. 

Ohio 4-H clubs that choose to begin meeting in-person must 

follow the guidelines listed below to promote the health and 

safety of our 4-H community, as we face the challenge of 

COVID-19.

Clubs choosing to meet in-person should provide virtual 

connection options for members who have that preference. 

Please note that in-person 4-H club meetings, activities and 

other events may be suspended at any time if local, state, 

federal, and/or university authorities issue new restrictions. 

4-H meetings and activities can only be held in person if 

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-Person Meetings & Events 

guidelines can be followed.

The Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-Person Meetings & 

Events guidelines provide expectations for all members, 

volunteers, and their families while participating in 4-H club 

meetings and activities. County and Independent Fairs work 

closely with Ohio 4-H / The Ohio State University, but are 

separate entities and follow different guidance. When 4-H 

members and volunteers participate in Junior Fair animal 

activities, they follow guidance from these local partners, as 

Ag Societies have the responsibility for the Junior Fair. 4-H 

non-livestock project judging that takes place during the fair 

is conducted by OSU Extension and must follow Ohio 4-H 

Planning Guide for In-Person Meetings & Events guidance.

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings & 

Events

As we return to in-person 4-H activities, the following 

principles will be used:

· The health and safety of the 4-H community is our priority.

· Transparency is essential – clear expectations must be 

communicated in a timely manner.

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings 

& Events, Continued:

· Be flexible – continue to provide options, 

including virtual ones, for participation to provide 4-

H members and families with a safe environment 

given their individual circumstances, while 

maintaining inclusivity and flexibility for all.

We know concerns about the spread of COVID-19 

have changed how people interact with one other. 

Because of this, those who organize meetings and 

events have a responsibility to consider the health 

and safety of attendees. This document provides 

guidance for how to lead and conduct OSU 

Extension / 4-H meetings and events.

General Considerations

As you restart in-person 4-H activities, the following 

considerations will assist with your planning.

· Time

o Consider limiting the length of meetings and 

events, particularly those that take place indoors, 

and the length of time people will be in contact with 

one another. Sustained contact provides an increased 

opportunity for virus transmission.

· Place

o Consider the guidance from your local county 

health department regarding locations where you 

meet, as well as where attendees may be coming 

from.

· People

o Consider the overall number of attendees and 

whether this includes individuals (including other 

individuals in their home) who may be at a higher 

risk of serious illness if they develop COVID-19. 

The CDC cautions that gatherings with more than 

250 people have a higher risk of coronavirus 

transmission and the state of Ohio has place 

limitations on the size of gatherings.
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Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings & 

Events, Continued:

· Space

o Consider hosting meetings and activities outdoors 

when possible. Continue to offer options for virtual 

engagement when individuals request it.

o Consider the types of interactions that occur at the 

event and if contact between attendees can be limited.

o Maintain six feet of distancing between individuals 

whenever feasible.

o Masks are an effective means of preventing 

transmission from people who feel fine, but are not 

showing symptoms and have the ability to infect others.

Meeting Planning

Meeting Notices

In advance of meetings, it is important to send notices to 

parents and members outlining expectations for 

participation. The notice should include the following 

information:

· State that members and/or family members cannot 

attend the meeting if they or anyone living their 

household is experiencing any of the following 

symptoms: fever, cough, or shortness of breath.

· Provide an option for members to participate virtually.

· Note that physical distancing will be practiced by 

maintaining a six-foot distance between people.

· We expect face masks will be properly worn during the 

4-H meeting.

· Encourage participants to bring their own snacks and 

drinks for the meeting.

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings 

& Events, Continued:

Attendance

Take attendance at the meeting or event by checking 

off names on a roster. Do not pass around a paper for 

individuals to sign or have members sign-in. This 

attendance record must be kept in case someone 

attending the meeting/event contracts COVID-19 and 

information is needed for contact tracing. Attendance 

records must be kept for at least six months beyond 

the date of the meeting/event.

Quarantine and Isolation

Any individual (e.g., member, club leader) who 

develops symptoms of COVID-19, must immediately 

isolate, seek medical care, and take the following 

steps:

· Contact the local health department about suspected 

cases or exposures.

o Work with local health department to identify 

potentially infected or exposed individuals to help 

facilitate effective contact tracing.

· Attend 4-H club activities virtually.

· Notify your county OSU Extension professional, 

who will notify the State 4-H Office.

o County office will notify club members and families 

per standard protocol for notification of 

communicable diseases.

o If the individual who developed symptoms attended 

a club meeting or activity, the club should stop all in-

person club activities for 14 days following the 

exposure, meet only virtually, and notify club 

members to monitor for symptoms.

o The State 4-H Office will follow university 

reporting and contact tracing protocols.

Any individual (e.g., member, club leader) who learns 

they have been exposed to an individual (e.g., family 

member, friend) with COVID-19, must immediately 

quarantine for 14 days and:
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Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings 

& Events, Continued:

Quarantine and Isolation

· Attend 4-H club activities virtually while in 

quarantine.

· Notify your county OSU Extension professional, 

who will notify the State 4-H Office.

o County office will notify club members and 

families per standard protocol for notification of 

communicable diseases.

o The State 4-H Office will follow university 

reporting protocols.

Physical Space Design

Plan ahead. There are many factors to consider 

regarding the need for six-foot physical distancing 

and the number of people a gathering space can 

accommodate. Consider the following when 

choosing meeting/event spaces:

· Can the event take place outside? Open air appears 

to reduce the risk of spreading airborne illness.

· What is the normal maximum occupancy of the 

space?

o To provide six feet of physical distance between 

individuals, the occupancy of meeting spaces must 

be decreased by half. For example, a space with a 

posted maximum occupancy of 100 people would 

need to be adjusted to a maximum of 50 people.

o If you need to estimate the capacity of a space, 

allow 30 square feet per person.

· Is there access to a clean restroom for participants, 

including soap and water for washing hands?

· Set up tables and chairs to provide six-feet physical 

distancing. Moving chairs is discouraged.

o If seating is fixed, mark those seats that are off 

limits (e.g., use tape to indicate “don’t sit here” 

spaces in grandstand seating).

· Modified layouts can help attendees keep their 

distance from others.

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings 

& Events, Continued:

Educational Materials

Provide participants with their own copies of 

educational materials. If you plan to use an activity 

that requires passing an item around, you should 

revise the activity. For example, the item should be 

big enough to be viewed from a distance, or a sample 

or picture needs to be available for each participant.

Food and Drinks at Meetings

Encourage each attendee to bring their own drinks 

and snacks instead of providing shared options at 

meetings. Potlucks and buffets are highly 

discouraged.

PPE (Personal Protective Equipment)

Face Masks

Face masks are expected to be worn at all 4-H in-

person meetings and events. Face masks refer to 

disposable procedure masks or cloth face coverings, 

not surgical or N-95 respirators. They should fit 

snuggly around the mouth and nose and be worn 

appropriately to be effective.

Remember – it is possible to have COVID-19, not 

exhibit any symptoms and transmit the virus to 

others. Wearing a face mask is a measure to protect 

others.  Face masks are required at the following 

events: individual interviews, skill-a-thon, and other 

judging events that may accidentally result in less 

than 6-foot social distancing space.

Cloth Face Covering Patterns

There are many ways in which you can make a cloth 

face covering. The CDC offers several different 

options to make a cloth mask including a sewn mask, 

a quick-cut t-shirt mask, and a bandana cloth face 

covering. These patterns can be found at 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-make-cloth-face-
covering.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-make-cloth-face-covering.html
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Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings & 

Events, Continued:

Sanitizing Stations and Schedules

All entrance/exit door handles for the meeting location 

and the doors handles of any accessible restrooms and 

any other high-touch surfaces should be cleaned and 

disinfected with an EPA-registered cleaner-disinfectant 

before and after the meeting.

All tables and chairs should be cleaned and disinfected 

before and after use. Before and after will be defined by 

the meeting or event:

· Meetings: if you have a two-hour meeting and 

individuals sit at the same table and chair for the 

duration, “before” is prior to the start of the meeting, 

“after” is the conclusion of the meeting.

· Events: if you have scheduled times for youth to 

participate in an interview, skill-a-thon, or judging 

event, then tables, chairs, and equipment should be 

sanitized before the event, after use by each individual, 

and after the conclusion of the event.

If you are unable to find an EPA-registered cleaner-

disinfectant, the following bleach solutions may be 

used:

· 5 tablespoons (1/3 cup) bleach per gallon of water OR

· 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water

Additional tips for cleaning and disinfecting tables and 

chairs include:

· Check the label to see if your bleach is intended for 

disinfection and confirm the product is not past its 

expiration date.

o Some bleaches, such as those designed for safe use on 

colored clothing or for whitening, may not be suitable 

for disinfection.

· Follow manufacturer’s instructions for application and 

proper ventilation.

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings & 

Events, Continued:

· Never mix household bleach with ammonia or any other 

cleanser.

· Wear disposable gloves when handling bleach solutions.

o Use nitrile gloves rather than latex, since some people 

have a latex allergy.

· Leave solution on the surface for at least 1 minute.

· Bleach solutions will be effective for disinfection up to 

24 hours.

· Alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol may also be 

used.

Practice Good Hygiene

· Wash your hands often, with soap and water for at least 

20 seconds, especially after touching any frequently used 

item or surface.

· Avoid touching your face or others in attendance.

· Sneeze or cough into a tissue or the inside of your 

elbow.

· Provide tissues and make sure there is a wastebasket to 

dispose of used tissues.

· Provide hand sanitizer that contains at least 70% alcohol 

at a registration table or at a table near the entrance of the 

meeting room.

Monitor Your Health

· Be alert for symptoms: fever, cough, shortness of 

breath.

· Do not attend in-person activities if you or anyone 

living in your household is experiencing symptoms 

associated with the COVID-19 or any other 

communicable illness.

· Follow CDC/ODH guidance if symptoms develop.

· Refer to the Quarantine and Isolation instructions on pp. 

2-3.
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Signage

All in-person 4-H meetings and events are required to 

have the following signs posted. This is to provide clear 

communication and transparency regarding the measures 

4-H is recommending to promote the safety of the 

community.

Sign:

4-H Event and Guidelines 

Post Location: 

Entry and Exit doors Registration tables and throughout 

the space, if feasible

Sign: 

Sanitizing Stations

Post Location: 

At each activity/judging station

Sign: 

Hand Washing Poster

Post Location: 

Entry to restrooms and above restroom sink

Sign: 

Watch Your Step! Poster and Where to Stand

Templates

Post Location: 

Entry and Exit doors Registration tables and throughout 

the space if feasible

Sign: 

How COVID-19 Spreads

Post Location:

Entry and Exit Doors

All signs are available at: 

https://ohio4h.org/families/stay-connected

4-H Camp

4-H camp went virtual this year! Although we were 

unable to gather and be together for a week at Kelleys

Island for 4-H Camp, we had a great group of resilient 

teen camp counselors who were willing and able to put 

on a virtual camp for our nearly 40 registered campers 

and others who wanted to participate in what we had 

planned for the week of camp and leading up to camp. 

Thank you to all who camped at home with us! We hope 

to see you at Kelleys Island for camp next year!

Green Cards

Green Cards are still available for purchase. You may pay 

up front with the cards or take cards and return any 

unsold cards and payments to the Extension Office. The 

cost is $10/card and $5 goes directly towards your 4-H 

club and $5 goes to the 4-H Advisory Council. There are 

a few new businesses on the cards this year. There are 

also a couple of businesses listed that are out of business 

or will be going out of business since we solidified them 

to be on the card. Sorry for any inconvenience. Thank 

you to the 4-H Advisory Council for your work on this 

fundraiser.

Senior 4-H Members

We will still have a senior booth in the booth building 

this year. We plan to take all of the senior highlights that 

we did on our Facebook page and use them to display in 

the booth. If you are a senior and you did not fill out a 

senior highlight/bio or turn in a picture to us and would 

still like to do so, please let us know. The form to fill out 

is available on our website at:

https://seneca.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/4-h-forms

https://ohio4h.org/families/stay-connected
https://seneca.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-forms
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Cloverbud Graduation

This is for any Cloverbud that will be a traditional 4-H 

member next year. We would like to welcome you to the 

Cloverbud Graduation Ceremony on Friday, July 31st at 

4:00 p.m. in the Educational Building. You will be 

recognized and congratulated on your success of being a 

Cloverbud. You will be received a form via e-mail and 

placed on our website www.seneca.osu.edu to fill out and 

return to the Extension Office. Information will need to be 

turned in to the Extension Office no later than Monday, 

July 20 to be included in the Cloverbud Graduation 

Ceremony. Only Cloverbuds that we receive information 

for will be formally called up onto the stage and presented 

with their certificate and prize at that time. Please refer to 

the Important Fair Information document at the end of the 

newsletter.

Pre-Fair Judging Dates and Information

There are three dates for pre-fair judging. A list of projects 

and the dates they are judged are included at the end of the 

newsletter. There are three options for judging this year: 

face to face, virtual interviews via Zoom, or advisor 

judged. Advisor judged projects are for a grade and 

completion only. You will not be eligible for county 

awards. Dates will be July 15th, 18th, and 25th all at the 

fairgrounds. Members who are coming to judging face to 

face or virtual must sign up for a scheduled time no later 

than Sunday, July 12. Please see the specific letters for 

each type of judging at the end of the newsletter. If you 

have any questions on judging or scheduling a specific 

time, please call the Extension Office or e-mail 

cole.537@osu.edu or Mancuso.48@osu.edu.

Booth Information

If your club still plans to put up a booth to display 

members projects, please make sure to contact the 

Extension Office ASAP. Clubs who indicated on 

their club paperwork the size of their booth are 

already in the count for booths, unless you have told 

us that you are NOT doing a booth now. Booth space 

is assigned. We ask clubs that have a booth AND 

clubs that have members exhibiting in the county 

booth to please take a shift for booth patrol.

The Organizational Advisor of each 4-H Club that is 

displaying a booth should have received a letter in the 

mail or via e-mail in regards to booth reminders and 

important information.

There will be sign in and sign out sheets available in 

the booth building where your club and everyone 

present will need to sign in when arriving and sign 

out when finished with your booth patrol assigned 

time. We have several openings for booth patrol, so if 

your club is interested in doing an additional shift, 

please let the Extension Office know. 

Booth set-up will take place on Saturday, July 25th 

from 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. and on Sunday, July 26th 

from 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Club packets will be 

available at this time. You must call or email the 

Extension Office for a time to set up and tear 

down.  Please contact us ASAP.

Booth tear down will begin at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, 

August 2. NOTHING will be released prior to this 

time.  You must call or email the Extension Office 

for a time to set up and tear down.  Please contact 

us ASAP. 

Please refer to the Important Fair Information 

document at the end of the newsletter.
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Milkshake Stand

We are also accepting any adults or parents that may want 

to volunteer to help work any of the open shifts. Please call 

the Extension Office and let us know.

Currently, we have openings that need filled on:

Monday July 27:

• 1:45-4:45 p.m.

• 7:45-10:45 p.m.

Tuesday, July 28

• 10:45 a.m.- 1:45 p.m.

Wednesday, July 29

• 7:45-10:45 p.m.

Friday, July 31

• 4:45-7:45 p.m.

Saturday, August 1

• 4:45-7:45 p.m.

• 7:45-10:45 p.m.

If your club has signed up for a shift and you do not 

have enough people to fill the shift or have decided not 

to take your shift; you NEED to contact the Extension 

Office ASAP.  If we do not hear from you, you will 

remain in your shift.

Please refer to the Important Fair Information document at 

the end of the newsletter.

Square Dance

This event is cancelled for this year. Please refer to the 

Important Fair Information document at the end of the 

newsletter.

STEM!

At 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29th and Thursday, 

July 30th in or around the booth building during the 

fair, we will be doing a program based on STEM. 

Anyone who chooses to participate will receive their 

own set of supplies and we will be socially distanced 

6 ft. apart. Come early to ensure a spot. Space will be 

available only until supplies lasts. Come check it out 

and have some fun!

New volunteers

Anyone who would like to apply to be a 4-H 

volunteer for the 2021 4-H year must turn in a 

volunteer application to the Extension Office by 

January 31st, 2021 to be considered for the 2021 4-H 

season. After this deadline, they must wait for the 

following year. Applications can be found in the 

Extension Office.

Newsletters

Our 4-H newsletters go out to all of our 4-H members 

and their families and advisors quarterly. These times 

are Jan-March, April-June, July-September, and 

October-December. Our newsletters are now 

digital/electronic only. Therefore, you can view our 

newsletters on our website at: 

https://seneca.osu.edu/ under the 4-H Youth 

Development tab, on our Seneca County 4-H app, 

and/or via e-mail. We will have a few hard copies 

available in the Extension Office if you need to 

access one that way. By doing this, we are saving a 

lot on paper and postage.

https://seneca.osu.edu/
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Grade A Celebration

The Grade A Celebration is an event that OSU 

Extension and Tiffin and Fostoria Kiwanis put on to 

congratulate and recognize any Seneca County 4-H 

member who received an A on their project(s) for the 

year. We also recognize our advisors and volunteers 

that put forth a lot of time and effort in helping our 4-

H clubs and program thrive. 

The Grade A Celebration will be in the form of a 

parade this year. All members, advisors, tenured 

advisors, and Golden Award recipients will be 

announced and awarded when they reach the front of 

the stage on the track. Clubs can decorate a vehicle or 

float and walk behind that vehicle or float as a group 

to participate in the parade. Families can participate 

and decorate if they wish with their own vehicle as 

well if they do not want to take part in group efforts. 

Since there is no decorating of buildings, barns, or 

booths this year at the fair, we hope this is something 

fun that the clubs and families can enjoy doing. There 

will be a people’s choice award, so be creative with 

your vehicles and floats! The family or club that wins 

will receive a treat from the Tiffin and Fostoria 

Kiwanis. This year’s Grade A Celebration will be held 

on Sunday, August 30th with lining up for the parade 

beginning at 4:30 p.m. at Gate 4 at the fairgrounds.

A rain date is scheduled for Sunday, September 20th. 

Everyone is free of charge this year! Registration 

information and a flier will be available at judging, in 

the office, at the fair, and on the website in the near 

future. Registrations will be due to the Extension 

Office by Friday, August 14th.

Grade A Celebration Continued:

During our Grade A Celebration parade on 

Sunday, August 30, we will still be having a silent 

auction. We will place items on tables where 

everyone can access and take a look at while you 

are waiting to be lined up and given the go to 

enter the track. You can also view the items when 

you leave the track. The silent auction will end 

shortly after the last family or club comes around 

the track and winners of the items will be 

announced at the end. Please know that candy 

items will likely melt in the heat/sun. If you 

choose to donate anything with candy, perhaps 

include it as a picture and the winner can receive 

their prize at a later time. All proceeds from the 

silent auction will go to benefit the Seneca 

County 4-H Program. We are asking that all clubs 

consider donating something for the silent 

auction. We will also accept any personal 

donations. We are now collecting silent auction 

donations at the Extension Office. Thank you for 

your contributions!

Project Judging Dates, Locations, and Projects 

Judged

Below is a list of dates, times, and projects that 

are judged on the respected days. If you do not 

see your project listed, please contact the 

Extension Office. If you are taking a Self-

Determined project and are not sure which day 

you should attend, please contact the Extension 

Office. Members should attend the judging date 

that is assigned to their project. If you are unable 

to attend your project date, you must have an 

advisor judge your project and you will not be 

eligible for county or state fair awards. Please 

make sure to check the list for when your project 

is judged. Attending the wrong judging date will 

also result in members being ineligible for county 

awards. Please see the specific letters for each 

type of judging at the end of the newsletter.
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Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at the Fairgrounds

Clothing: Loungewear, Accessories for Teens, Sew 

Fun, Designed by Me, Sundresses and Jumpers, 

Terrific Tops, Em*bel*lish, Sew for Others, Ready, 

Set, Sew Active, Clothing for Middle School, 

Shopping Savvy, Clothing for High School and 

College, Creative Costumes, Dress Up Outfit, 

Outerwear for Anywhere, Look Great for Less, 

Clothing for Your Career, Clothing Master, Sewing 

non-clothing Master, and Sewing and Textiles Master

Quilts: You Can Quilt, Quilting the Best Better, Self-

Determined Quilting

Creative Arts: Cake Decorating, Get Started in Art, 

Scrapbooking, My Favorite Things, Seeing Through 

Graphic Design, Self-Determined Paper Craft

Food and Nutrition: Let’s Start Cooking, Sports 

Nutrition: Ready, Set, Go, Snack Attack, Take a Break 

for Breakfast, Let’s Bake Quick Breads, Grill Master, 

Star Spangled Foods, Party Planner, Racing the Clock 

to Awesome Meals, Dashboard Dining, Yeast Breads 

on the Rise, You’re the Chef, Global Gourmet, Beyond 

the Grill, Pathways to Culinary Success, Everyday 

Food and Fitness

Photography: Focus on Photography, Controlling the 

Image, Mastering Photography, and Photography 

Master.

Health: You’re the Athlete, Staying Healthy, Keeping 

Fit, First Aid in Action, Alcohol and Drug Abuse, The 

Truth About Tobacco, and Your Thoughts Matter

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at the Fairgrounds 

Continued: 

Leadership: One on One, Club Leadership, 

Finding Your Voice, Diversity, My Hands to 

Larger Service, Teens on Board, Leadership Road 

Trip, Pantry Panic, Leadership Master, and Self-

Determined Camp Counseling

Writing: The Writer in You

Child Development: Self Determined 

Babysitting

Genealogy: Family History Treasure Hunt.

Money Management: Becoming Money Wise 

and Teens on the Road to Financial Success

Home Living: It’s My Home, Makeover My 

Space, You’re First Home Away from Home, and 

The Laundry Project.

Misc. Projects: Discovering 4-H, 4-H Around the 

Globe and Am I Ready For Work?
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Saturday, July 18th, 2020 at the Fairgrounds

Vet Science: From Airedales to Zebras, All Systems 

Go!, and On the Cutting Edge.

Woodworking: Measuring Up, Making the Cut, 

Nailing it Together, Finishing Up, and Woodworking 

Master

Companion Animals: Purr-fect Pals, Climbing Up, 

Leaping Forward, Cavy, Pocket Pets, Self-Determined 

Reptiles and Amphibians, Self-Determined 

Hedgehogs, Self-Determined Ferrets, Self-Determined 

Chinchillas, Self-Determined Parrots

Tractors: Starting Up, Gearing Up for Safety, Moving 

Out, and Learning More.

Welding: Arcs and Sparks

Electricity: Magic of Electricity, Investigating 

Electricity, Wired for Power, Entering Electronics, and 

Science Fun with Electricity.

Rope: Not Just Knots

Small Engines: Crank it Up, Warm it Up, and Tune it 

Up.

Shooting Sports: Safe Use of Guns, Basic Archery, 

Rifle, Archery, Shotgun, Pistol, Crossbow, and Western 

Heritage

Self-Determined: Any Self-Determined project not 

specific to the ones listed above.

County Projects: Corn, Small Grains, and Soybeans

Saturday, July 18th, 2020 at the Fairgrounds 

Continued:

Natural Resources: Explore the Outdoors, 

Geology: Can You Dig It?, Exploring Ponds, 

Why Trees Matter, Ohio Birds, Trapping 

Muskrats in Ohio, Outdoor Adventurer: 

Beginning Fishing, Outdoor Adventurer: 

Intermediate Fishing, Beekeeping, Insect 

Adventures 1, 2, and 3, and Self-Determined 

Natural Resources

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math: 

Rockets Away (Solid-Fuel Rockets), Rockets 

Away (Bottle Rockets), Solid Fuel Rocketry 

Master, Science Fun with Flight, Science Fun 

with Kitchen Chemistry, Science Fun with 

Physics, Young Engineers in Solar Energy, 

Robotics 1 and 2, Robotics Master, and Science 

Fun with Dairy Foods

Saturday, July 25, 2020 at the Fairgrounds

Gardening: How Does Your Garden Grow?, 

Grow Your Own Vegetables, Growing with the 

Seasons, and Canning and Freezing

Monday, July 27, 2020 at the Fairgrounds

Horseless Horse
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Registrations

Poster Contest- entries will be accepted through 

Sunday, July 26 at 5:00 p.m. or at the conclusion of 

booth set-up. Posters are judged Monday, July 27 at 

the fair.

Educational Display- entries will be accepted through 

Sunday, July 26 at 5:00 p.m. or at the conclusion of 

booth set-up. Educational Displays are judged 

Monday, July 27 at the fair.

Jane Barton- Applications should be brought in on 

the day of clothing judging on Wednesday, July 15 at 

the fairgrounds. Judging for the Jane Barton Contest 

will be held at this time and awards will be presented 

at the Style Review on Tuesday, July 28 at 6:30 p.m. at 

the fair.

Demonstrations/Illustrated Talks- Entries are due by 

Saturday, July 18 or at the end of pre-fair judging at 

the fairgrounds. The demonstration contest is held in 

the Education Building starting at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 

July 31 at the fair.

For more information on these opportunities and their 

specific requirements, please see the 2020 Seneca 

County Jr. Fair Book and Seneca County 4-H 

Handbook. Please refer to the Important Fair 

Information document at the end of the newsletter.

Seneca County CARTEENS

If you are interested in being a teen instructor for 

CARTEENS, you do not need to be in 4-H, but 

you must be at least 14 years old. As soon as you 

turn 14, you can join CARTEENS; it does not 

have to be by January 1st. We meet every third 

Monday of the month, except July, at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Extension Office and would love to have you 

join our team. Teen facilitators teach other teen 

traffic offenders about speeding, operating a 

vehicle impaired, and distracted driving. Being a 

CARTEEN is a great way to improve public 

speaking skills and learn more about teaching 

tools and not to mention there are gas cards, 

scholarships, and fun trips to Washington D.C. 

that you can earn. Our next program is scheduled 

for Monday, August 17.
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Jr. Leadership

The Junior Leaders did chalk and runs during the stay 

at home order during the pandemic. This was a unique 

and cheerful way to thank our essential workers and 

lighten someone’s day.

The Junior Leaders did two Teen Tip Tuesday videos 

on Basic Banking and Basic Budgeting that have been 

shared widely throughout the state. If you have not 

taken a look at their videos created, they can be found 

here: 

https://youtu.be/4vnWlO4BxA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=so_MT7cFhak&fe
ature=youtu.be
The Junior Leaders are doing a group project this year 

on Finding Your Voice. They plan to participate in the 

demonstration/illustrated talk contest at the fair. They 

also plan to put together a video and presentation for 

clubs and members to utilize on how to properly 

conduct a demonstration. Stay tuned!

Junior Leadership is for any 4-H teen 14 years and 

older. As soon as you turn 14 you can join Junior 

Leadership; it does not have to be by January 1st. We 

welcome any and all new members every month and 

we would love to have you join us! Junior Leadership 

focuses a lot on community service. The Junior 

Leadership group goes on teen exchanges with other 

counties throughout Ohio, helps with project judging 

and 4-H Awareness, hosts Santa’s Workshop, 

participates at the 4-H Kick-off at the fairgrounds, 

helps with the milkshake stand and puts on a square 

dance during the fair when they are able, and provides 

other fun opportunities for teens. Junior Leadership 

meets every second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Extension Office. Come and check us out! We 

plan to meet face to face starting Monday, July 13, but 

will also keep the virtual option.

State Opportunities

Ohio 4-H Project Showcase

This summer we invite 4-H members in good 

standing to submit a photo of themselves with 

their 4-H project for display in an online project 

showcase. You’ll be asked to share what you 

liked about the project and one new thing you 

learned. Parents will also need to sign their 

approval for youth to participate.

Here’s more:

· Select your favorite project – one per person

· Send a great photo – at least 2 MB · Photos will 

be display after September 8 at www.ohio4h.org 

Submit your photos by August 15 at 

go.osu.edu/4H2020Showcase. Questions? 

Contact Sarah Longo at longo.79@osu.edu.

Health Heroes

The 4-H Health Heroes program is looking for 

teens in grades 7-12 who are interested in 

learning about healthy eating, leading an active 

lifestyle, and other health-related topics. The 

program provides youth with the opportunity to 

represent 4-H and promote healthy living in their 

communities. Additionally, the Health Heroes 

help accomplish the goals of the National 4-H 

Healthy Living Mission Mandate, which 

encourages youth and families to gain optimal 

physical, social, and emotional well-being.

Trained Health Heroes in grades 9-12 will have 

the opportunity to take on additional 

responsibilities by serving at the state-level. More 

information will be given at the trainings.

Teens who are interested in becoming a Health 

Hero can find more information and the 

application form at 

https://ohio4h.org/healthheroes.

Applications are due September 2020.

https://youtu.be/4vnWlO4BxA8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=so_MT7cFhak&feature=youtu.be
mailto:longo.79@osu.edu
https://ohio4h.org/healthheroes
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Teen Leadership Council

Applications and more information to be an Ohio 4-H 

Teen Leadership Council (TLC) member are now 

available online at: www.go.osu.edu/TLC. Please note 

applications (and other materials, including letters of 

recommendation) are due (not postmarked; received!) 

by Friday, August 14, 2020.

Here are some highlights about the responsibilities of 

the council:

· Age: Individuals must be 14-18 as of January 1 the 

year of application to apply for council member, 

committee member, committee chair, and officer.

· Number of Meetings/Events: See the program 

structure outline on the application for specific 

numbers of meetings and events. Members are 

required to attend at least 75% of meetings and events.

o Working Events: Members are required to work a 

number of statewide events at the Ohio State Fair, and 

elsewhere throughout the state (Farm Science Review, 

Legislative Luncheon, etc.). Each level of membership 

differs in the number of events that are required. See 

the program structure for more information.

· Location of meetings: Meetings are typically held at 

the Ohio 4-H Center in Columbus, Ohio, but there are 

occasionally instances when they are held elsewhere 

due to events on Ohio State’s Campus. In these 

instances, meetings may be held at locations close to 

campus. Refer to the application for the locations for 

the 2018-2019 year. Members will be notified prior to 

the location change.

· Additional Opportunities: Depending on the level of 

involvement, council members have the option to 

apply for additional opportunities including the 

National 4-H Conference, Ohio 4-H Foundation 

Board, and other opportunities that may arise.

Current Booths and Booth Sizes

As of today, July 7, here are the list of clubs we 

have for booths and the size requested.  If your 

club is NOT doing a booth, you NEED to 

contact the Extension Office. 

If your club is NOT listed and you want a 

booth, you also NEED to contact the Extension 

Office. 

8 Foot Booths:

Clinton Farmers, Jolly Workers, McCutchenville

Wide Awake, Seneca Co. Jr. Farmers, Seneca 

Helping Hands, Seneca Rough Riders, and Town 

and Country Critters

12 Foot Booths:

Cloverleaf Kings and Queens, Country Clovers, 

Hopewell Hog and Dairy, New Riegel Rawhide 

and Woolies, Seneca CPA’S, and Thompson 

Toilers

16 Foot Booths:

4-H Guys and Gals, 4-H Home Schoolers, 

Bloomville Good Luck Sheep, Blue Ribbon 

Buckeyes, Doggon’it’s, Fightin’ 4-H’ers, 

Republic Rowdy Rednecks, Roots and Wings, 

and Sew Sharp. 

Booth Patrol and Milkshake Stand Schedules

There are booth patrol and milkshake stand 

schedules on our website.  They are current as of 

July 7.  If you would like to sign up for a spot, as 

we are in need of several to be filled, please 

contact the Extension Office ASAP. 

**Please note: These times are for this year 

only.  Next year, we will revert back to the 

original, pre-covid time slots for both booth 

patrol and milkshake stand**
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Jr. Fair News From Emily

Seneca County Junior Fair News

JULY…FAIR…FUN…FRIENDS…LAUGHTER…MEMORIES

In less than 20 days the 2020 Seneca County Fair will begin! What a year, Junior Fair Board is looking forward to 

seeing all of you at Miscellaneous Judging, Skillathon, Book Judging , Weigh in, Barn meetings, the wash rack, the 

show , the sale and of course the milkshake stand!

This year’s fair will be different, we will still see friends…six feet apart. Showcase our projects! Laugh, Learn and 

make plans for next year! Please find a way to enjoy this event, you have all worked hard, we have all wondered if 

there would be a fair, 4-H meeting or school…WE MADE IT!

Now for some business,

We ARE having a fair, some of the practices that we have done in the past we are asking you to think outside of the 

box!

Give a friendly nod to the judge when you enter the ring…don’t shake hands!

Give an air fist bump to the winner of your class instead of a hug or handshake.

When watching a show or event, sit with your family and give other spectators some space..don’t be in their face!

Wash and sanitize your hands often, Hand sanitizing stations are located outside of the show ring, barn and 

throughout the fairgrounds.

If you feel ill or sick, think of others and take some rest away from others.

HAVE FUN…JUNIOR FAIR BOARD MEMBERS DO…FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR NEXT YEAR!

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE JUNIOR FAIR BOARD OFFICE…SEE YOU SOON!
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Seneca County 4-H Fair Events and Programs 2020

To our members, advisors, and families,

Below are the plans regarding 4-H specific fair related activities, contests, and events. We feel that this is what is best 

to comply with the local health department guidelines and keep our members, advisors, and families safe while still 

participating in our favorite fair traditions. Thank you all for your understanding and patience through out this time.

4-H Club Booths

Booths will be very basic this year. Booths should consist of members projects and clubs will still need to supply the 

front closure/barrier, a floor covering that does not pass the front edge of the booth, a backdrop or covering, and the 

club name should be displayed. The booth should not be decorated this year. There will be no booth judging. Every 

club putting up a booth will receive a sign approximately 30 in. x 24 in. with the 2020 fair theme ‘Country Nights 

and Carnival Lights’ from Emily. These signs will be available at booth set-up or can be picked up ahead of time if 

you make arrangements to do so. These signs do not need to be returned. Every club putting up a booth will also 

receive a premium of $20.00.

The booth building must have one directional flow. The south end will be an entrance only and the north end will be 

an exit only. Arrows will be marked on the floor to direct movement through the building in an S shape/format. There 

will also be signs posted and hand sanitizer available.

Booth set-up will be on Saturday, July 25 from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. and on Sunday, June 26 from 12-5 p.m. with allowing 

clubs approximately a 2 ½ hour time slot to set up their booth. There should also be no more than five people that are 

16 and over at any given time per club during booth set-up. Although masks are not mandatory, for everyone’s 

optimal safety we request that masks be worn unless there is a health reason for not doing so. Also, please ensure 

social distancing of 6 feet. Please let the Extension Office know what day and time would work best for your club 

and confirm the size of booth that you would like. There will be no guarantees, but we will do our best to 

accommodate you. We need to make sure that clubs are spread out enough throughout the building and not next to 

each other and limit the amount of people in the building at any given time. If your club decides not to put up a booth 

this year, please let the Extension Office know ASAP. We are letting every club make their own decision of whether 

or not to put up a booth during the fair. We acknowledge and respect all decisions. Please note that if your club 

decides not to put up a booth, then your club members projects will not be displayed this year. The intent and purpose 

of the county booth is to allow clubs that are primarily livestock projects to place what very few miscellaneous 

projects they have in the county booth.
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Booth Set Up Times:

Saturday, July 25 Sunday, July 26

9-11:30 a.m. 12-2:30 p.m.

11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 2:30-5:00 p.m.

2-4:30 p.m.

4:30-7 p.m.

7-9 p.m.

Booth tear down will be on Sunday, August 2 from 12-9 p.m. with allowing clubs approximately an hour time slot to 

tear down their booth. There should also be no more than five people that are 16 and over at any given time per club 

during booth tear down. Although masks are not mandatory, for everyone’s optimal safety we request that masks be 

worn unless there is a health reason for not doing so. Also, please ensure social distancing of 6 feet. Please let the 

Extension Office know what time would work best for your club. There will be no guarantees, but we will do our 

best to accommodate you. We need to make sure that clubs are spread out enough throughout the building and not 

next to each other and limit the amount of people in the building at any given time.

Booth Tear Down Times:

Sunday, August 2

12-1 p.m. 4-5 p.m.

1-2 p.m. 5-6 p.m.

2-3 p.m. 7-8 p.m.

3-4 p.m. 8-9 p.m.

Booth Patrol

If you are putting up a booth, we highly encourage that you still conduct a minimum of one shift of booth patrol 

during the fair. Anyone putting a project into the county booth should also conduct a minimum of one shift of booth 

patrol. Booth patrol should be no more than 10 people from your club at any given time during booth patrol. 

Although masks are not mandatory, for everyone’s optimal safety we request that masks be worn unless there is a 

health reason for not doing so. Also, please ensure social distancing of 6 feet. There will still be a binder in the 

booth building for you to sign in and sign out for your shift. Please provide and use your own writing utensil(s). The 

booth patrol schedule is available with this document. Please confirm with the Extension Office your club’s decision 

on conducting booth patrol. Clubs on booth patrol will need to direct people to use the one-way flow throughout the 

building. There will also be signs posted and hand sanitizer available.
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Poster Contest

Members will still be able to enter into the poster contest if they wish. Poster contest entries will be available at 

judging on July 15 and 18 and will be available on our website soon. Entries must be turned back in no later than 

Saturday, July 25 or Sunday, July 26 with your poster during booth set up. They must know that by turning in their 

poster for the contest may mean the handling of that poster by multiple people. If posters are not taken during the 

tear down time of 12-9 p.m. on Sunday, August 2, then they will be disposed of and will not be brought back to the 

Extension Office. When the posters are taken down, please take out your staples as well. Do not leave any staples 

behind. Please refer to the Jr. Fair book for additional requirements and guidelines for the poster contest.

Educational Display

Members will still be able to enter into the educational display contest if they wish. Educational display entries will 

be available at judging on July 15 and 18 and will be available on our website soon. Entries must be turned back in 

no later than Saturday, July 25 or Sunday, July 26 during booth set up. Please refer to the Jr. Fair book for additional 

requirements and guidelines for the poster contest.

Milkshake Stand

The milkshake stand will still be in operation during the fair. All workers will be required to wear a mask. There 

should be no more than 10 workers who are 14 and over at any given time per club working or in the milkshake 

stand. Surfaces and frequently touched objects will need to be sanitized frequently. Handwashing guidelines must 

be followed. There will be signs posted and hand sanitizer available. There will be a barrier outside the order 

window to prevent any clientele from getting too close to the order window. We are working with the Health 

Department to ensure that we are in compliance. There will be no picnic tables outside. The last day that the 

milkshake stand will be in operation might be on Saturday, August 1. This is still to be determined. The milkshake 

stand schedule is available with this document. Please confirm with the Extension Office your club’s decision on 

working in the milkshake stand during the fair.

Junior Fair Night Program

The Junior Fair night program on Monday evening of the fair will consist of recognizing members on Junior Fair 

Board and the newly crowned King and Queen, 4-H awards and scholarships, Friends of 4-H award, and Agriculture 

Hall of Fame award. Seating for this event will be reserved for members and recipients and their close family only. 

We will ensure 6 ft. social distance within these groups. Recipients will receive their

award in a plastic bag and personnel handing out the awards will be wearing a face mask and gloves.
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Style Review

Members of clothing projects will still be able to participate in the Style Review on Tuesday evening during the fair. 

Style Review cards will be available at judging on July 15 and 18 and will be available on our website soon. Cards 

must be turned back in no later than Saturday, July 18 during project judging. Members who participate in the Style 

Review will be permitted to go behind the curtain to get ready but must return back to a seat in the audience with 

their family as soon as they are done. Each individual clothing category will be called back to be lined up prior to 

going on the stage. After your clothing category has gone on stage, you must return to your seat. Seating for this 

event will be reserved for members and participants and their close family only. We will ensure 6 ft. social distance 

within these groups. Personnel handing out the awards will be wearing a face mask and gloves. Hand sanitizer will 

be available.

Square Dance

The square dance that was scheduled for Thursday evening during the fair is now cancelled. This requires a lot of 

physical touching and intermingling of others. We hope to bring it back next year.

Demonstration/Illustrated Talk Contest

Members will still be able to participate in the Demonstration/Illustrated Talk Contest on Friday afternoon during 

the fair. Entries will be available at judging on July 15 and 18 and will be available on our website soon. Entries 

must be turned back in no later than Saturday, July 25 or Sunday, July 26 during booth set up. Seating for this event 

will be reserved for members and participants and their close family only. We will ensure 6 ft. social distance within 

these groups. The demonstration table and microphone will be sanitized and wiped down in between each 

participant. Personnel handing out the awards will be wearing a face mask and gloves. Hand sanitizer will be 

available. Please refer to the Family Handbook (pg. 15) for additional requirements and guidelines for the 

Demonstration/Illustrated Talk contest.

Cloverbud Graduation

Cloverbuds will still be able to participate in the Cloverbud Graduation on Friday during the fair. Cloverbuds who 

are eligible for graduation this year will be receiving information from the Extension Office soon. Seating for this 

event will be reserved for Cloverbuds and their close family only. We will ensure 6 ft. social distance within these 

groups. Cloverbuds will receive their award in a plastic bag and personnel handing out the awards will be wearing a 

face mask and gloves. Hand sanitizer will be available. There will be no group picture taken this year.
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Poster Contest

Members will still be able to enter into the poster contest if they wish. Poster contest entries will be available at 

judging on July 15 and 18 and will be available on our website soon. Entries must be turned back in no later than 

Saturday, July 25 or Sunday, July 26 with your poster during booth set up. They must know that by turning in their 

poster for the contest may mean the handling of that poster by multiple people. If posters are not taken during the 

tear down time of 12-9 p.m. on Sunday, August 2, then they will be disposed of and will not be brought back to the 

Extension Office. When the posters are taken down, please take out your staples as well. Do not leave any staples 

behind. Please refer to the Jr. Fair book for additional requirements and guidelines for the poster contest.

Educational Display

Members will still be able to enter into the educational display contest if they wish. Educational display entries will 

be available at judging on July 15 and 18 and will be available on our website soon. Entries must be turned back in 

no later than Saturday, July 25 or Sunday, July 26 during booth set up. Please refer to the Jr. Fair book for additional 

requirements and guidelines for the poster contest.

Milkshake Stand

The milkshake stand will still be in operation during the fair. All workers will be required to wear a mask. There 

should be no more than 10 workers who are 14 and over at any given time per club working or in the milkshake 

stand. Surfaces and frequently touched objects will need to be sanitized frequently. Handwashing guidelines must 

be followed. There will be signs posted and hand sanitizer available. There will be a barrier outside the order 

window to prevent any clientele from getting too close to the order window. We are working with the Health 

Department to ensure that we are in compliance. There will be no picnic tables outside. The last day that the 

milkshake stand will be in operation might be on Saturday, August 1. This is still to be determined. The milkshake 

stand schedule is available with this document. Please confirm with the Extension Office your club’s decision on 

working in the milkshake stand during the fair.

Junior Fair Night Program

The Junior Fair night program on Monday evening of the fair will consist of recognizing members on Junior Fair 

Board and the newly crowned King and Queen, 4-H awards and scholarships, Friends of 4-H award, and Agriculture 

Hall of Fame award. Seating for this event will be reserved for members and recipients and their close family only. 

We will ensure 6 ft. social distance within these groups. Recipients will receive their

award in a plastic bag and personnel handing out the awards will be wearing a face mask and gloves.
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Thank you all for your patience on these fair related activities and events. The protection and safety of all is a 

priority during this time. We ask that you please abide by the rules and guidelines that are in place to protect you 

and others. Let’s stay positive and have a great 2020 Seneca County Fair!

Yours in 4-H,

Katie Cole

Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development
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