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I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a good start to the 

New Year! Here is to 2021 and for better things to come! With all of

the challenges we have all had to face and endure in 2020, I think we 

can all reflect on the year and be grateful for what we have. I am 

grateful for all of you and being a part of our 4-H community and 

family here in Seneca County! Whatever 2021 might bring, we are 

ready to embrace it and Make the Best Better with what we are given. 

4-H grows and will continue to grow here in Seneca County. 

This newsletter will provide a lot of important information for the first 

quarter of our 4-H year. Be sure to also check out our website: 

www.seneca.osu.edu, like us on Facebook: Ohio State Seneca 

County 4-H Program and download the 4-H Now app from your apple 

or google store and search for Seneca County 4-H for the latest and 

most up-to-date news and information as well.    

In This Issue……..

• COVID 19 Guidelines

• End of Year Packets

• Newsletters

• Seneca Co. 4-H App

• 4-H Videos

• Secretary, Treasurer, and 

Honor Club Forms

• Club Financial Reports
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• 4-H Achievement Forms

• 2021 Enrollment

• Quality Assurance

• Ohio 4-H Week

• Seneca Co. Family Handbook
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As a reminder, all 4-H meetings and events are to 

be canceled, postponed, or held virtually until 

January 15, 2021. 

All 4-H volunteers are expected to follow these 

guidelines regarding 4-H meetings and events. 

Volunteers who are not in compliance and hold in-

person 4-H events and activities will receive a first 

warning. A second incident disregarding our effort to 

protect the health, safety and well-being of members, 

families and communities will result in immediate 

termination of volunteer status. 

We are incredibly proud of the efforts of our 4-H 

youth and volunteers who remain committed to 

making the best better and look forward to the time 

when we can safely meet together. 

Yours in service to 4-H, 

Kirk Bloir

State 4-H Leader 

Assistant Director, OSU Extension

Following January 15

Clubs choosing to meet in-person should provide 

virtual connection options for members who have that 

preference. Please note that in-person 4-H club 

meetings, activities and other events may be 

suspended at any time if local, state, federal, and/or 

university authorities issue new restrictions. 4-H 

meetings and activities can only be held in 

person if Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-Person 

Meetings & Events guidelines can be followed. 

Updated information effective September 1, 

2020 includes:

• Hosting virtual meetings and events is 

preferred.

• If activities are critical/essential and are 

in-person, they must be education-

focused.

• Group cannot be larger than 50 people, 

including adults, youth, presenters, etc.

o This directive is dependent on 

local health department guidelines.

o The group size may need to be 

reduced to 10 (or other amount), 

based on the

directives of your local health 

department.

• Face masks are required.

o This includes inside AND outside 

at all times.

o Program participants and 

parent/guardians ages five and 

older must wear a mask.

o Medical conditions or disability 

exceptions are also permitted.

• Potlucks and buffets are not permitted

Any time our county is designated a Level 4 

Public Health Emergency (color-coded purple) by

the Ohio Department of Health, all in-person 4-H 

club meetings and events must be held

virtually or postponed until the designation 

changes to Level 3 or below. Ohio’s Public Health

Advisory System updates are at 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-

19/publichealth-advisory-system/
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Guidance provided to 4-H professionals and families 

on July 22 is still in effect and is included below. 

Ohio 4-H Planning Guide for In-person Meetings 

& Events

As we return to in-person 4-H activities, the 

following principles will be used: 

• The health and safety of the 4-H community is 

our priority.

• Transparency is essential – clear 

expectations must be communicated in a 

timely manner.

• Be flexible – continue to provide options, 

including virtual ones, for participation to 

provide 4-H members and families with a 

safe environment given their individual 

circumstances, while maintaining 

inclusivity and flexibility for all.

We know concerns about the spread of COVID-

19 have changed how people interact with one 

other. Because of this, those who organize 

meetings and events have a responsibility to 

consider the health and safety of attendees. This 

document provides guidance for how to lead and 

conduct OSU Extension / 4-H meetings and 

events.

General Considerations

As you restart in-person 4-H activities, the 

following considerations will assist with your 

planning. 

• Time

o Consider limiting the length of 

meetings and events, particularly 

those that take place indoors, and 

the length of time people will be in 

contact with one another. 

Sustained contact provides an 

increased opportunity for virus 

transmission.

• Place

o Consider the guidance from your 

local county health department 

regarding locations where you 

meet, as well as where attendees 

may be coming from.

• People

o Consider the overall number of 

attendees and whether this 

includes individuals (including 

other individuals in their home) 

who may be at a higher risk of 

serious illness if they develop 

COVID-19. The CDC cautions 

that gatherings with more than 

250 people have a higher risk of 

coronavirus transmission and the 

state of Ohio has place limitations 

on the size of gatherings.
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• Space

o Consider hosting meetings and activities 

outdoors when possible. Continue to offer 

options for virtual engagement when 

individuals request it. 

o Consider the types of interactions that 

occur at the event and if contact between 

attendees can be limited.

o Maintain six feet of distancing between 

individuals whenever feasible.

o Masks are an effective means of 

preventing transmission from people who 

feel fine but are not showing symptoms 

and have the ability to infect others.

Meeting Planning 

Meeting Notices

In advance of meetings, it is important to send 

notices to parents and members outlining 

expectations for participation. The notice should 

include the following information:

• State that members and/or family members 

cannot attend the meeting if they or anyone 

living their household is experiencing any of the 

following symptoms: fever, cough, or shortness 

of breath. 

• Provide an option for members to participate 

virtually.

• Note that physical distancing will be 

practiced by maintaining a six-foot 

distance between people.

• We expect face masks will be properly 

worn during the 4-H meeting.

• Encourage participants to bring their own 

snacks and drinks for the meeting.

Attendance 

Take attendance at the meeting or event by 

checking off names on a roster. Do not pass 

around a paper for individuals to sign or have 

members sign-in. This attendance record 

must be kept in case someone attending the 

meeting/event contracts COVID-19 and 

information is needed for contact tracing. 

Attendance records must be kept for at least 

six months beyond the date of the 

meeting/event. 

Quarantine and Isolation 

Any individual (e.g., member, club leader) 

who develops symptoms of COVID-19, must 

immediately isolate, seek medical care, and 

take the following steps:

• Contact the local health department 

about suspected cases or exposures.

o Work with local health department 

to identify potentially infected or 

exposed individuals to help 

facilitate effective contact tracing. 
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• Attend 4-H club activities virtually. 

• Notify your county OSU Extension professional, 

who will notify the State 4-H Office.

o County office will notify club members and 

families per standard protocol for 

notification of communicable diseases.

o If the individual who developed symptoms 

attended a club meeting or activity, the 

club should stop all in-person club 

activities for 14 days following the 

exposure, meet only virtually, and notify 

club members to monitor for symptoms.

o The State 4-H Office will follow university 

reporting and contact tracing protocols. 

Physical Space Design

Plan ahead. There are many factors to consider 

regarding the need for six-foot physical distancing 

and the number of people a gathering space can 

accommodate. Consider the following when 

choosing meeting/event spaces:

• Can the event take place outside? Open air 

appears to reduce the risk of spreading airborne 

illness.

• What is the normal maximum occupancy 

of the space? 

o To provide six feet of physical 

distance between individuals, the 

occupancy of meeting spaces must 

be decreased by half. For example, 

a space with a posted maximum 

occupancy of 100 people would 

need to be adjusted to a maximum 

of 50 people.

o If you need to estimate the capacity 

of a space, allow 30 square feet 

per person.

• Is there access to a clean restroom for 

participants, including soap and water for 

washing hands?

• Set up tables and chairs to provide six-

feet physical distancing. Moving chairs is 

discouraged.

o If seating is fixed, mark those seats 

that are off limits (e.g., use tape to 

indicate “don’t sit here” spaces in 

grandstand seating). 

• Modified layouts can help attendees keep 

their distance from others. 

Educational Materials

Provide participants with their own copies of 

educational materials. If you plan to use an 

activity that requires passing an item around, 

you should revise the activity. For example, 

the item should be big enough to be viewed 

from a distance, or a sample or picture needs 

to be available for each participant
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Food and Drinks at Meetings

Encourage each attendee to bring their own drinks 

and snacks instead of providing shared options at 

meetings. Potlucks and buffets are highly 

discouraged.

PPE (Personal Protective Equipment)

Face Masks 

Face masks are expected to be worn at all 4-H in-

person meetings and events. Face masks refer to 

disposable procedure masks or cloth face coverings, 

not surgical or N-95 respirators. They should fit 

snuggly around the mouth and nose and be worn 

appropriately to be effective. Remember – it is 

possible to have COVID-19, not exhibit any 

symptoms and transmit the virus to others. Wearing 

a face mask is a measure to protect others.

Face masks are required at the following events: 

individual interviews, skill-a-thon, and other judging 

events that may accidentally result in less than 6-foot 

social distancing space.

Cloth Face Covering Patterns

There are many ways in which you can make a cloth face 

covering. The CDC offers several different options to 

make a cloth mask including a sewn mask, a quick-cut t-

shirt mask, and a bandana cloth face covering. These 

patterns can be found at: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-make-cloth-face-

covering.html

Sanitizing Stations and Schedules

All entrance/exit door handles for the meeting 

location and the doors handles of any 

accessible restrooms and any other high-touch 

surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected with 

an EPA-registered cleaner-disinfectant before 

and after the meeting.

All tables and chairs should be cleaned and 

disinfected before and after use. Before and 

after will be defined by the meeting or event: 

• Meetings: if you have a two-hour meeting 

and individuals sit at the same table and 

chair for the duration, “before” is prior to the 

start of the meeting, “after” is the conclusion 

of the meeting.

• Events: if you have scheduled times for 

youth to participate in an interview, skill-a-

thon, or judging event, then tables, chairs, 

and equipment should be sanitized before 

the event, after use by each individual, and 

after the conclusion of the event.

If you are unable to find an EPA-registered 

cleaner-disinfectant, the following bleach 

solutions may be used:

• 5 tablespoons (1/3 cup) bleach per gallon of 

water OR 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water
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Additional tips for cleaning and disinfecting tables 

and chairs include:

• Check the label to see if your bleach is 

intended for disinfection and 

confirm the product is not past its expiration 

date. 

o Some bleaches, such as those designed 

for safe use on colored clothing or for 

whitening, may not be suitable for 

disinfection.

• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for 

application and proper ventilation. 

• Never mix household bleach with ammonia or 

any other cleanser.

• Wear disposable gloves when handling bleach 

solutions. 

o Use nitrile gloves rather than latex since 

some people have a latex allergy.

• Leave solution on the surface for at least 1 

minute.

• Bleach solutions will be effective for 

disinfection up to 24 hours.

• Alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol 

may also be used.

Practice Good Hygiene

• Wash your hands often, with soap and 

water for at least 20 seconds, especially 

after touching any frequently used item or

surface.

• Avoid touching your face or others in 

attendance.

• Sneeze or cough into a tissue or the 

inside of your elbow.

• Provide tissues and make sure there 

is a wastebasket to dispose of used 

tissues.

• Provide hand sanitizer that contains 

at least 70% alcohol at a registration 

table or at a table near the entrance 

of the meeting room.

Monitor Your Health

• Be alert for symptoms: fever, cough, 

shortness of breath.

• Do not attend in-person activities if 

you or anyone living in your 

household is experiencing symptoms 

associated with the COVID-19 or any 

other communicable illness.

• Follow CDC/ODH guidance if 

symptoms develop.

• Refer to the Quarantine and Isolation 

instructions on pp. 2-3.

Signage

All in-person 4-H meetings and events are 

required to have the following signs 

posted. This is to provide clear 

communication and transparency 

regarding the measures 4-H is 

recommending to promote the safety of 

the community.
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Sign Post Location Available at

4-H Event 
Guidelines

Entry and Exit doors 

Registration tables

Throughout the space, 

if feasible

ohio4h.org/f

amilies/

stay-

connected

Sanitizing 
Stations

At each activity/judging 
station

Hand Washing 
Poster

Entry to 
restrooms
Above restroom 
sinks

Watch Your 

Step! Poster 

and Where 

to Stand 

Templates

Entry and Exit 

doors 

Registration 

tables

Throughout the 

space if feasible
How COVID-19 
Spreads

Entry and Exit Doors

Signage

All in-person 4-H meetings and events are required 

to have the following signs posted. This is to 

provide clear communication and transparency 

regarding the measures 4-H is recommending to 

promote the safety of the community.

Following January 15, The Seneca County 

OSU Extension Office will be open for 

appointment only on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Thursdays from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The 

Seneca County OSU Extension office will 

remain closed on Wednesdays and Fridays 

until further notice. Staff will remain limited 

during our appointment only hours of 

operation. Katie Cole, 4-H Youth 

Development Educator will be in the office 

on Mondays. Hallie Williams, Agriculture and 

Natural Resources Educator will be in the 

office on Tuesdays. Erin Mancuso, Office 

Associate will be in the office on Thursdays. 

Be assured that even on the days any of us 

are not in the office or the days the office is 

closed, we continue to telework from home. 

We can still be reached via e-mail or by 

leaving a voicemail when you call the office 

at 419-447-9722. Emails are 

cole.537@osu.edu, 

Williams.6386@osu.edu, and 

Mancuso.48@osu.edu respectfully. We will 

continue to send information to you via e-

mail, social media (Facebook), our website 

(www.seneca.osu.edu) and the Seneca 

County 4-H app. You will also find the 

guidelines, a tip sheet and resources at 

www.ohio4h.org/families/stay-connected.  

The Seneca County Extension Office will remain 

temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak 

and will remain closed to the public through 

January 15. We will be working remotely during 

this time and will be responding to e-mail and 

checking our voicemail during normal business    

hours, Monday-Friday from 8:00 

a.m.-4:30 p.m. Please reach out if 

you have any questions
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End of Year Club Packets

There are still some club end of year packets at 

the Extension Office.  These packets contain 

member and volunteer certificates, pins, and 

information about end of year secretary and 

treasurer forms.  Any tenured volunteers who 

have not picked up their gift, these are also 

available at the Extension Office.  Once the 

office is opened back up or an alternative 

method for pick up is available, we will let 

everyone know. 

Newsletters  

As a reminder, our 4-H newsletters go out to all 

of our 4-H members and their families and 

advisors quarterly. These times are Jan-March, 

April-June, July-September, and October-

December. All of the editions of our newsletters 

are digital/electronic only. Therefore, you can 

view our newsletters on our website at: 

www.seneca.osu.edu under the 4-H Youth 

Development tab, on our Seneca County 4-H 

app and/or via e-mail. We will have a few hard 

copies available in the Extension Office if you 

need to access one that way. By doing this, we 

are saving a lot on paper and postage. 

Seneca County 4-H App

The Seneca County 4-H app is available and can 

be used by all. Go into your google play or apple 

store and download 4-H Now. Once 4-H Now is 

downloaded, then you will see the Seneca 

County 4-H app listed. We hope 

you take advantage of this 

additional way to receive our 

news and information!

4-H Videos

We want to hear from our 4-H members and 

Volunteers! You could play a part in spreading 

the great news about 4-H! We invite you to 

create a 1-2 minute video clip of yourself sharing 

your answers to the sample questions that are 

listed on the flyer. The flyer can be found at 

https://seneca.osu.edu/sites/seneca/files/imce/4-

H%20Video%20Promo%20Flyer.jpg. You can 

shoot the video on your phone, computer, or with 

a video camera. All final videos are due by 

Friday, January 8th. Just a couple of tips:

• If you are using your phone, make sure you 

shoot horizontal and not vertical.

• You will be addressing the camera, please 

find a quiet place to do your recording.

• Wear a 4-H shirt and/or have a previous 4-

H project in the background.

• Make sure that there is not a window or 

bright source of light behind you that would 

make your face look dark (backlit)

• Please rephrase all questions in your video. 

For example, “My favorite thing about 4-H is 

meeting new friends.” rather than “new 

friends."

• As you start the recording, pause a couple 

seconds, then deliver your lines. Likewise, 

when you have finished delivering your 

lines, look into the camera and wait a 

couple seconds before stopping the 

recording or moving to another take.

• Review your video after you film it.

• Make sure you save your final video as an 

MP4 file.

Send final video to Mancuso.48@osu.edu or 

cole.537@osu.edu
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Secretary and Treasurer’s Books and Honor 

Club

Due to the office being closed to the public through 

January 15th, we are extending the deadline for 

Secretary and Treasurer’s books and honor club 

forms. All will be due to the Extension Office no 

later than noon January 21st.

Club Financial Reports

The 4-H Club annual financial reports are due by 

Friday, January 31st. These are mandatory for 

every club to turn one in annually. Not turning in a 

financial report can result in probationary measures 

of that club.

990N E-Postcard Filing 2020

The office will file the required 990N E-Postcards 

again this year.  Please do not attempt to file for 

your club. 

United Way Annual Campaign

Did you know that Seneca County 4-H is an 

associate agency to the Tiffin-Seneca United Way?

The monies raised through this campaign help to 

make a difference in our community and support 

their associate agencies like Seneca County 4-H! 

Thank you for your consideration in helping to 

ensure that our service continues!

Volunteer Information 

Update/Training

Volunteers, please mark your calendars to 

attend one of the mandatory Policy 1.50 

trainings and 4-H update. We will also be 

training all volunteers on how to enroll in our 

new database 4-H Online 2.0 for 2021. There 

will be no paper enrollments. Any active 

volunteers must attend a training to be a 

volunteer for the 2021 year. All trainings will 

be held virtually via Zoom. Please use the 

following link to register for one of our 

trainings: https://go.osu.edu/voltraining. 

Registration deadline is January 12th. Full 

participation is required, and attendance will 

be assessed multiple times throughout the 

course of each training.

Thursday, January 14th from 6-8 p.m.

Tuesday, January 19th from 12-2 p.m.

Tuesday, January 19th from 6-8 p.m.

Saturday, January 23rd from 9-11 a.m.

New volunteers 

Anyone who would like to apply to be a 4-H 

volunteer for the 2021 4-H year must turn in a 

volunteer application to the Extension Office 

or fill one out electronically by January 31st, 

2021 to be considered for the 2021 4-H 

season. After this deadline, they must wait for 

the following year. Applications can be found 

in the Extension Office or one can be filled out 

electronically here: 

https://go.osu.edu/newvolapp. With the 

fluctuating office environment, we encourage 

any potential new volunteers to apply using 

the online application.
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Fingerprints

We just completed the transition into 4-H Online 

2.0 for all of our 4-H enrollment information. If you 

were selected to get your fingerprints done, you 

should have received a notification from the 

Extension Office via a letter in the mail. You will 

have until February 28th to complete your 

fingerprints. If this is not completed by the 

deadline, you will not be considered a volunteer 

for 2021. If you have reimbursement forms, 

please turn them into the Extension Office.

As with everything else, COVID has affected what 

facilities are open and doing background checks.  

Please call ahead before you go and verify that 

they are open and any other requirements they 

might have (appointment, payment options, and 

COVID restrictions).

4-H Achievement Form

Older youth in 4-H should experience and take 

advantage of the many opportunities for trips and 

scholarships that are available to them through 

the county, state, and national level. In order to 

qualify or be considered for some of these 

opportunities, an Achievement Form must be filled 

out. Some of the opportunities include: National 4-

H Congress, National Dairy Conference, State 

Junior Fair Board, and many more! Achievement 

forms can be found at: 

http://www.ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships

Achievement Forms are due to the Extension    

Office by Friday, January 29th!

2021 Enrollment

Enrollment for the 2021 year will open in March.  

This year all enrollment will be done online.  

There will be NO paper enrollment forms.  

Advisors will be trained on this during our 

advisor update and training and a step-by-step 

enrollment videos, tutorials, and help sheets will 

be available on our website soon.  As of today, 

and with the current office hours situation, we 

are unsure how the book ordering and pick up 

will be handled.  As it gets closer to that time, we 

will make sure to keep everyone updated. 

Enrollment fees will remain the same: 4-H 

Members $10.00 and Cloverbuds $5.00.  4-H 

project members should be aware that your $10 

enrollment covers FIVE projects.  If you wish to 

take additional projects over the five,  you will be 

charged $5.00/book.  This does not include 

projects like dogs, goats, poultry, etc. that can 

be used for multiple projects/animals.  

If the office is open, club payments for 

enrollment will be put in the 4-H Council box 

again this year.  Checks should be made 

payable to “Seneca County 4-H Advisory 

Council.” If you are paying with cash, please 

bring the exact amount, we can not make 

change.  Additional project books, beyond the 

five included in enrollment fees, should also be 

made payable to “Seneca County 4-H Advisory 

Council” If your club/members need to purchase 

a resource book and the office is open, checks 

should be made payable to: OSU Extension. 
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Quality Assurance 

Every member taking livestock (not horses or 

dogs) must attend Quality Assurance training. 

First year members taking a livestock project 

must attend a county wide Quality Assurance 

session and a parent/guardian must be present. 

There are five options for completing Quality 

Assurance training.

• Attend one of the county wide trainings 

offered in Seneca County.

Countywide quality assurance will be offered on 

the following dates at the Seneca County 

Fairgrounds. All first year members taking a 

livestock project must attend one of these 

sessions with a parent/guardian present. The 

test out option will be offered again this year only 

at the in-person countywide Quality Assurance 

options listed below. Youth ages 15-18 years 

who pass the Quality Assurance test can test out 

of their annual Quality Assurance program 

permanently. These ages are as of January 1, 

2021 – a youth’s 4-H age. These trainings are 

limited to 40 participants and will have to register 

for one of the trainings at this link: 

https://go.osu.edu/inpersonqa2021

• Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., test 

out starting at 5:00 p.m. at Seneca County 

Fairgrounds

• Monday, March 29, 2021 at 6:00 

p.m., test out starting at 5:00 

p.m. at Seneca County 

Fairgrounds 

• Sunday, May 2, 2021 at 2:00 

p.m., test out starting at 1:00 

p.m. at Seneca County 

Fairgrounds

• Attend one of the virtual county wide trainings 

offered in Seneca County. Registration will be 

limited to 40 participants and will have to 

register for one of the options at this link:

https://go.osu.edu/virtualqa2021

• Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

via Zoom

• Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. via 

Zoom

• Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. via 

Zoom

• Attend a qualified Quality Assurance training 

with/in your club.

Certified Assistant Instructors will be able to teach 

Quality Assurance at the club level. If they choose 

to open it up to others to attend, I will compile a list 

and you will be notified. 

• Attend a qualified Quality Assurance training 

in another Ohio county- fees may apply. You 

can call the Extension office for dates and 

times. 

• Attend a qualified Quality Assurance training 

at an Ohio 4-H approved event.

These could be at a clinic, Junior Swine Day, Ohio 

Beef Expo, Dairy Palooza, Champions Choice 

Lamb Camp, Ohio 4-H Conference etc. Proof of 

certification or attendance must be sent to the 

Extension Office to be able to check you off the list.

Quality Assurance must be completed by a county 

deadline of May 2nd, 2021. 
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Ohio 4-H Week

Ohio 4-H week is March 7th-13th. Have you or 

your club celebrated 4-H week? This is a great 

time to represent Seneca County 4-H and spread 

awareness about this great organization.  You 

could wear your club and county 4-H apparel, 

paint windows, set up a booth or table at a school, 

create posters and flyers, or work with Tractor 

Supply Company to set up a table. These are just 

some ideas in which you can spread the word 

about 4-H. 

All Ohio 4-H week promotional pictures can be 

sent to cole.537@osu.edu or 

Mancuso.48@osu.edu and they will be shared on 

our Ohio State- Seneca County 4-H Program 

Facebook page for all to see what great things 

you are doing to promote 4-H. The picture with 

the most likes will receive a treat for the entire 

club sponsored by the Seneca County 4-H 

Advisory Council. 

Seneca County Family Handbook

The 2021 Family Handbook is available on our 

website under the 4-H Youth Development tab 

for all members, families, volunteers, and 

advisors to access at their convenience. 

Volunteers and advisors will each receive one 

hard copy. If you pre-ordered a hard copy, those 

are also available at the office. Please feel free 

to bring it up on our website, print one off, save 

it, book mark it, etc. This Handbook has a lot of 

important information! If you do not have access 

to a computer or the internet, please contact us. 

If you would like a hard copy of the handbook, 

they are $5 and can be picked up at the 

Extension Office while supplies last. 

Ohio 4-H Conference

The 2021 Ohio 4-H Conference is going virtual. 

The conference will be split up into three different 

days with different topics being focused on with 

each of the days. The conference will take place 

on February 20th from 9 a.m.-3:35 p.m., February 

23rd from 7-9 p.m. and February 25th from 7-9 p.m. 

This conference has something for everybody to 

enjoy and leave with, whether you are a 4-H 

member, parent, or volunteer. Registration 

information will be released soon, so save the 

dates and stay tuned! 
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2021 Camp Information

Mark your calendars for June 15-18, 2021 for 

this year’s Jr. Camp at Kelleys Island! As a 

reminder, there will be no full camp scholarships 

given out. We highly encourage you to start 

thinking of ways you can save up for camp now. 

It could be a fundraiser with your club or saving 

a little each month. Scholarships at most will be 

half of the cost of camp per applicant if 

accepted.

Camp registration forms, medical forms, costs, 

and any other important information will be 

coming in the following months. Be sure to 

check out our website and Facebook page for 

additional information. 

Camp Counselor interviews were held virtually 

on December 22nd and 23rd, 2020. Planning and 

training sessions will begin in January. 

Congratulations to our 2021 Camp Counselors:

Aden Baines Nura Himebaugh

Cadence Brown Ava Lucius

Belinda Burkett Alexis Margraf

Denny Burkett Jacob Nichols

Jack Fay Lily Pifher

Carlene Fredritz Julianne Poland

Brance Gebauer Messina Reesman

Bryce Gebauer Lacie Wagner

Theresa Greene Kristen Webster

Club Officer Training 

There will be a virtual officer training for anyone 

who is an elected officer of their 4-H Club or for 

anyone who is interested in learning more about a 

specific officer position. Officer positions that will be 

covered include President, Vice President, 

Secretary, News Reporter, Treasurer, Recreation 

Leader, and Health and Safety Leader. The training 

will be held on Monday, March 8 from 6-8 p.m. via 

Zoom. We encourage officers to attend the training 

to get the most up-to-date information as a lot of 

the officer books and resources have been updated 

over the past year. Anyone who plans to attend, 

should register no later than March 1st at this link: 

https://go.osu.edu/sencoofficertraining. After 

registration, more detailed information on how to 

join will be sent to you. 

4-H Club Audits

We have continued to randomly select five 4-H 

clubs to be audited by the Seneca County 4-H 

Advisory Council. Approximately five 4-H clubs will 

be selected for audit every year. This is a way to 

ensure all clubs are following the correct financial 

guidelines as suggested by the Extension Office. It 

will also protect the treasurer, club, advisors, and 

Extension Office in the case of any financial issues 

or challenges by others. Audits that do not pass 

inspection will require further investigation. If your 

club was notified to be audited in 2021, all 

information is due to the office by January 18th. 
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4-H Club Meeting Visits

Club meeting visits were postponed in 2020 due to 

not being able to meet in person. The same clubs 

that were selected for 2020 will remain on the list 

for 2021. The clubs that are selected will receive a 

notification of their visit. A representative of the 4-H 

Advisory Council will come to sit in at your meeting. 

4-H Club visits are being conducted to help support 

and advise on club structure and observe how club 

meetings are ran. This is a way for us to help you 

improve meeting structure if need be and provide 

feedback. Once you have set your schedule of 

meeting times and dates for your club for the 2021 

4-H year, please be sure to provide a copy to the 

Extension Office. 

Seneca County CARTEENS

If you are interested in being a teen instructor for 

CARTEENS, you do not need to be in 4-H, but you 

must be at least 14 years old. As soon as you turn 

14, you can join CARTEENS; it does not have to be 

by January 1st. We meet every third Monday of the 

month, except July, at 6:30 p.m. at the Extension 

Office and would love to have you join our team. 

Teen facilitators teach other teen traffic offenders 

about speeding, operating a vehicle impaired, and 

distracted driving. Being a CARTEEN is a great 

way to improve public speaking skills and learn 

more about teaching tools and not to mention there 

are gas cards, scholarships, and fun trips to 

Washington D.C. that you can earn. Save the dates 

for our next few programs: 

January 18th, February 15th, 

and March 15th. 

Food and Fashion Board

Consider joining the Seneca County Food and 

Fashion Board, which was established in 

2020. This teen board is going to serve as a 

group who has a lot of common interests and 

enjoys taking projects and learning more about 

food, nutrition, cooking, sewing, and textiles. 

Our goal is to bring you together and 

ultimately be advocates for the food and 

nutrition and clothing and textiles projects 

throughout Seneca County and the 4-H 

Program. Our next meeting will be January 

26th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Please contact the 

Extension Office and we can get you the 

information to join the meeting. 

Face Masks

The Food and Fashion Board has face masks 

available for donation only. Face masks are 

located at the Extension office. All proceeds 

will go towards being able to continue to 

provide resources, programs, and clinics for 

our youth, clubs, and 4-H clientele. 
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Jr. Leadership News and Information

Junior Leadership is for any 4-H teen 14 years and 

older. As soon as you turn 14 you can join Junior 

Leadership; it does not have to be by January 1st. 

We welcome any and all new members every 

month and we would love to have you join us! 

Junior Leadership focuses a lot on community 

service. The Junior Leadership group goes on teen 

exchanges with other counties throughout Ohio, 

helps with project judging and 4-H Awareness, 

hosts Santa’s Workshop and Officer Training, 

participates at the 4-H Kick-off at the fairgrounds, 

helps with the milkshake stand and puts on a 

square dance during the fair, and provides other 

fun opportunities for teens. Junior Leadership 

meets every second Monday of the month at 6:30 

p.m. at the Extension Office. Save the dates for our 

next few meetings: January 11th (via Zoom), 

February 8th, and March 8th (Officer Training). 

Come and check us out! 

2021 Group Project

Every year the Junior Leadership members do a 

group project and work on parts of the project book 

and their physical event, program, or community 

service to go along with the project throughout the 

year. For 2021, Junior Leaders have decided to do 

the Are You Ready for Work? project. This will be a 

great opportunity for anyone who is already in the 

workplace or is thinking of getting a job in the near 

future. We encourage anyone 14+ to 

join us to learn more about 

preparing for the workplace and 

what can be expected from you as 

the employee or what may be 

needed to make you and your business successful. 

Club Demonstrations and Health and Safety 

Talks

In conjunction with their 2020 group project-

Public Speaking Made Easy, the Junior Leaders 

put together videos on how to properly give a 

demonstration and a health and safety talk. 

These presentations will be available for clubs 

and members to utilize on our website soon, so 

be on the look out! 

State Opportunities

Virtual Junior Swine Day

The OSU Virtual Junior Swine Day is scheduled 

for Saturday, February 20, 2021. There is no cost. 

The registration deadline is Wednesday, February 

16th. The complete agenda and registration 

information can be found at this link: 

www.go.osu.edu/jsd2021

Leadership Camp

The Ohio 4-H State Leadership Camp is the 

premiere leadership development opportunity 

available to Ohio 4-H members. The focus of 

the five-day leadership experience is the 

development of concrete peer leadership skills 

that will enable participants to have an 

immediate impact in their home 4-H club, 

county, community, or school. The camp is 

active and engaged—there’s very little sitting 

and listening, and much opportunity for group 

interaction. Participants leave the camp ready 

to take on new challenges. The camp is open 

to young men and young women age 15 to 18 

years old. Leadership Camp is June 1-5, 2021 

at 4-H Camp Ohio in St. Louisville, Ohio. You 

must let the Extension Office know if you are 

interested in attending by March 12 th. More 

information on Leadership Camp can be found 

at: https://ohio4h.org/camp/leadership-camp
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Virtual Citizenship Washington Focus and 

Leadership Washington Focus

Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF) is a 4-H 

leadership program for high school youth, ages 14-

19, from across the country. Citizenship 

Washington Focus gives 4-H youth the opportunity 

to explore, develop, and refine the civic 

engagement skills they need to be outstanding 

leaders in their home communities and at the 

national level. CWF will be June 13-19, 2021 for 

Seneca County delegates. For more information, 

please visit: https://ohio4h.org/families/just-

teens/citizenship-washington-focus

Leadership Washington Focus (LWF) is a 4-H 

leadership program for youth entering grades 7 

through 9. Middle school 4-H delegates will: 

• Build confidence in their ability to motivate and 

direct others in meaningful action 

• Practice effective communication with others 

through group discussion and public speaking 

• Work with others to create and accomplish goals 

• Develop an understanding of their own personal 

leadership style 

• Exchange ideas, practice respect, and form 

friendships with other 4-H'ers from across the 

nation. 

LWF will be July 12-16, 2021.

For more information, please visit: 

https://ohio4h.org/events/leadership-washington-

focus-lwf

Please call or inform the Extension 

Office by February 12th, 2021 if you 

plan to attend either one of these 

national events. 

Ohio Military Kids

With the end of a year comes time for reflection 

of gratitude and growth. The Ohio Military Kids 

(OMK) program has experienced both. Our 

gratitude extends to those who contribute time 

and talents to support the growing number of 

military-affiliated youth served by OMK. 

OMK has a full schedule planned for the 2021 

event season. Ohio Military Kids is a 

partnership with Ohio State University 

Extension 4-H Youth Development and Family 

Readiness with Ohio National Guard. With this 

amazing partnership, Ohio Military Kids puts on 

several events throughout the state of Ohio. 

These events range from daylong educational 

programs, to overnights, to weekend camps, 

and even weeklong residential camps. These 

events are open to youth of military families, 

and they do not have to be a member of 4-H to 

participate. 4-H members and adults have the 

opportunity to volunteer for OMK events, 

including as camp counselors in the summer!

The mission of Ohio Military Kids is to support the 

youth of military families throughout the 

deployment cycle. Ohio 4-H is an essential 

supporter of the Ohio Military Kids Program and 

its mission. Ohio 4-H works hand-in-hand with 

Ohio National Guard to deliver fun and supportive 

programs to military families. With military youth 

in every county in Ohio, the partnership of 4-H to 

promote OMK opportunities to your military 

friends and neighbors in all 88 counties is 

appreciated!  Please check out their website 

at: go.osu.edu/OMK to see all of the updates and 

share with military families. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact 

Kayla Oberstadt, OMK Program 

Manager, at oberstadt.1@osu.edu.
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2021 Seneca Junior Fair Board News From Emily

We are happy to welcome eleven new members!  Welcome to Lantz Snavely, Emma Charlton,

Emma Lemley, Audrey Bumb, Laura Cook, Alexandria Elchert, Kathy Forney, Allison Fortney, 

Messina Reesman, Samantha Fitch, and Cadence Brown.

We regretfully say “see you soon” to retiring members Denver Staib, Cassie Eddington, Kylie 

Hemcheck, Samantha Hinton, Brooklyn Williams and Madilyn Slingwine.

Congratulations to our members of the year: Trenton Horner, Madilyn Slingwine, Jocelyn 

Levengood and Jenna Gabel.  

Congratulations to our “Rookies” of the year: Chole Steele, Genna Elchert and Erin Brian!

The 2021 Seneca County Junior fair board will begin our donor campaign for the upcoming fair.

We will be electing officers at our Febuary 7 meeting and selecting a Junior fair theme.

Members will be attending the annual Fair Manager Conference via zoom on January 9.

Looking forward to a wonderful year!

As of January 4, 2021…202 days until move in day!!!!!
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